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remains practically idle or has at least many hours at its disposal
for useful work. If this population is given an easy, substantial
and profitable work to do, one of the higher economic problems will
have been solved* In my humble opinion, such an occupation is
hand-spinning. It can be easily learned by everybody and it is
the most perfect way in my opinion of utilising the idle hours of
the nation. Swadeshi is mainly a matter of production and manu-
facture. The more goods we manufacture the more swadeshi there
is in the country. The vows have been framed in order to serve as
an incentive to manufacture and production* This work requires
a large number of volunteers whose sole qualification needs to be
perfect honesty and love of the country, I would like every man
and woman in India to devote themselves heart and soul to this
work* And I doubt not that in an incredibly short time we would
have restored to its original vigour the lost art of weaving the
finest cloth of the most effective design.
There is one more subject I have to touch upon. Painful as
it were, in their consequences! the tragic events of the mad mob in
Ahmedabad and Viramgam in April last> some of the doings in
Kaira were, if possible, still more tragic if you contemplate what
might have happened. I refer to the cutting down of the telegraph
wires and the tearing down of the railway. The acts of the mob
in Ahmedabad betoken mad frenxy. The acts in Kaira betoken
deliberation, They were also done in anger but even in anger
there can be thoughtlessness or thoughtfulnes** The Kaira crimes,
though far less disastrous in consequences than those of Ahmedabad,
were from a satyagraha standpoint more inexcusable, if there can be
any excuse for any crime whatsoever, I understand that those who
were responsible for the misdeeds of April have not all come forward
to boldly confess the crime. It was a pity that Kaira behaved
so nobly during the revenue struggle should have forgotten itself
during April, but it is a greater pity that the guilty ones should now
try to hide themselves. It is therefore the plain duty of satyagrahis
to make an open confession if any of them is in any shape or form
responsible for the crime and to persuade, if they have the knowledge,
those who have committed the crimes to make the confession. It is
cowardly enough to tear down the railway and thus endanger the
lives of soldiers who were proceeding to restore peace and order. It
is still more cowardly not to come forward boldly and admit the
wrong* A hidden ^sin is like poison corrupting the whole body*
The sooner the poison is thrown off, the better it is for society.
Amd just as a bit of arsenic mixed with milk renders it none the less
vitiating for the addition of pure milk, so also do good deeds is a